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he Objective of this research is to analyse the market trends of the Brand
leader in the paracetamol segments with the major Brands operating in
the market. This study gives a comprehensive insight into the branded
formulation market share. The analysis covers Paracetamol market size, current
trends, drivers, challenges, opportunities, as well as key Paracetamol market
segments. It is based on historical data and current Paracetamol market needs.
Also entails diﬀerent Paracetamol business approaches adopted by the decision
makers that strengthens Paracetamol growth and make a superior stand in the
industry. The Paracetamol market is expected to grow with a signi icant CAGR
during 2018 to 2022. The report isolates the entire Paracetamol market on the
basis of key players, regions, applications, and types. To begin with, it igures out
major Paracetamol industry frameworks, rules, regulations, and policies. Then
presents an estimation of Paracetamol market share, market dynamics, and
leading players. Later, it lists out new Paracetamol propositions to improve
business values. In addition, it discovers the Paracetamol market status,
current/future projects, consumption and growth rate. It also looks for world
Paracetamol market chain analysis, cost and price of raw material. Moreover, it
reveals Paracetamol downstream/upstream analysis, and import/export details.
This report is prepared by Network 7 research.
The study provides basic details of the product such as Paracetamol scope,
segmentation, overview. Likewise, it covers demand/supply statistics,
Paracetamol investment feasibility, and factors that inhibit the growth of an
industry. Particularly, it presents Paracetamol product demand, annual revenue
and growth aspects of the industry. The upcoming Paracetamol market sections
along with the current ones help key players, decision makers, and readers to plan
various Paracetamol business approaches accordingly.
Key Drivers for Growth
Revenue in the Analgesics segment amounts to US$5,323m in 2018. The market is
expected to grow annually by 1.8% (CAGR 2018-2021). In global comparison,
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Revenue in the Analgesics segment
amounts to US$5,323m in 2018. The
market is expected to grow annually by
1 . 8 % ( CAG R 2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 1 ) . I n g l o b a l
comparison, most revenue is generated in
India (US$5,323m in 2018). In relation to
total population figures, per person
revenues of US$3.92 are generated in
2018

“

most revenue is generated in India (US$5,323m in 2018). In relation to total
population igures, per person revenues of US$3.92 are generated in 2018. The
analgesics segment comprises over-the-counter natural and synthetic nonopioid analgesics (only in approved low doses) like Paracetamol, Ibuprofen,
Aspirin, Diclofenac and other pain-relieving preparations. Legislation on opioid
analgesics diﬀers from country to country. According to the respective state
legislation, legal opioid analgesics are included. In Germany, Austria and
Switzerland, for instance, opioid analgesics are only included if they are not
limited by the narcotics law and do not require prescription. Analgesics are
included in the form of pills, capsules, gels and ointments. Not included are
prescription medicines (e.g. morphine), anesthetics and homeopathic remedies.
Among the top-selling painkillers are Voltaren, Aspirin, Thomapyrin, Ibuprofen,
Dolormin, Paracetamol and ASS. It includes both products which are exclusively
sold in pharmacies and products which can be purchased elsewhere. Sales by
hospitals are not included.
If one were to list the top ten path breaking inventions of modern science, one
thing that has to be included is paracetamol. Discovered in 1893 as a pain reliever,
the drug started being sold on prescription in 1893. Since then it has grown to be a
darling to physicians world over for its excellent bene its in pain management and
minimal risks. Such has been its impact that in 1963, it was given the status of an
OTC medication.
What makes it a wonder drug?
Paracetamol had to beat the reputation of aspirin as a pain reliever, the later
being introduced to the market almost a half a century before the former. True to
its potential paracetamol was key to the fading popularity of aspirin in the later
part of 20th century, as it had undeniable advantages over the former. Even the
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After the banning of fixed dose analgin
combination drugs the focus has now
turned to paracetamol and its combination
drugs.Paracetamol prescribed chiefly for
py r e x i a a n d i n f l a m m at i o n h a s b e e n
preferred over analgin.

later NSAIDS (aspirin being the irst one of this class) are no match to paracetamol
when it comes to the safety pro ile. In recommended doses, paracetamol does not
irritate the lining of stomach. Unlike NSAIDs it does not aﬀect blood coagulation.
It does not aﬀect the function of kidneys.
It is arguably the safest analgesic available for pregnant women, as it does not
cause closure of fetal ductus arteriosus. It does not involve the risk of Reye's
disease in case of children with viral illness. It is relatively safer for asthmatics as
compared to NSAIDs. As put in summary by The Committee on Safety of
Medicines: 'There is no reason for advising any change in the use of paracetamol.
Paracetamol is a safe and eﬀective pain killer for many patients including
asthmatics'
One pill, many ills:
Paracetamol is most commonly used for relief of fever, headaches, and other
minor aches and pains. In conjunction with opoid analgesics it can be used for
managing more severe pain. It is a major component in a number of cold and lu
medications available in the market. Recent studies have found that paracetamol
inhibits arterial plaques there by preventing deaths from strokes and heart
diseases. Frequent use of paracetamol also appears to have protective eﬀect
against ovarian cancer.
The recommended dosage of paracetamol for relieving pain in adults is two
500mg tablets (CROCIN) every four to six hours. The dose in any case should not
exceed eight tablets (4gms) in any 24-hour period. This dosage may be continued
for several days. If pain relief is required for a longer period it should be with the

INDIA’S MOST
POWERFUL
& INFLUENTIAL
HEALTHCARE
LEADERS

Pharma Leaders

TM

Asia’s Most Analytical News Media in Healthcare Communications

www.pharmaleaders.tv

www.network7research.com

“

The Acetaminophen market was valued at
740 Million US$ in 2017 and is projected
to reach 780 Million US$ by 2025, at a
CAGR of 0.7% during the forecast period.
In this study, 2017 has been considered as
the base year and 2018 to 2025 as the
forecast period to estimate the market size
for Acetaminophen.

“

supervision of a doctor.
Precautions:
·

Though paracetamol is a relatively safer pain reliever available it should
be used with caution in the following cases.

·

i) Like most OTC medications, paracetamol also warrants caution while
use during pregnancy. To be on the safer side it is always advisable to
contact the doctor before use. However, available safety data indicate that
paracetamol in therapeutic doses does not adversely aﬀect the pregnant
mother or the fetus.

·

ii) Though clinical data has established that paracetamol at
recommended doses does not cause damage to kidney, still precaution is
warranted, especially in case of long-term therapy with paracetamol.

·

iii) Use of paracetamol should be supervised by a physician for patients
with chronic liver diseases.

No drug is completely free from risks. It is the bene it to risk ratio that matters the
most and in that respect paracetamol is an excellent medication. It has
revolutionized pain management like never before and has stood the test of time
for more than a century. It is a drug that is here to stay for centuries to come and its
rational use is sure to bene it patients in pain for years to come.
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Based on an in-depth study & research data
carried out by Network 7 Research, an
independent international research firm
demonstrated that Dolo has the maximum
penetration in the market emerging as a top
physicians brand with great recollect
value. Out of 10 prescriptions from the
medical doctors, 4 prescriptions has Dolo
in the paracetamol segment.

“

Top Brands studied in the research paper dominating the iercely competitive
domestic market are.
1. Dolo-650 Tab 15s

Micro Labs

2. Dolopar 650mg Tablet

Micro Labs

3. Calpol 650mg Tab

Glaxosmithkline

4. Crocin 650mg Tab

Glaxosmithkline

5. Febrinil 650mg Tablet 10s Svizera Healthcare
6. Fepanil-650mg Tab Citadel & Aurobindo Biotech
7. Lanol ER 650 Cap

Lyka

8. Doliza-ER 650mg Tab

Ranbaxy(SUN)

9. Algina 650mg Tablet 10s

Geno Pharma

10. Pacimol 650mg Tab

Ipca Labs

DOLO – A CLEAR MARKET LEADER
Based on an in-depth study & research data carried out by Network 7 Research, an
independent international research irm demonstrated that Dolo has the
maximum penetration in the market emerging as a top physicians brand with
great recollect value. Out of 10 prescriptions from the medical doctors, 4
prescriptions has Dolo in the paracetamol segment.
The Data was carried out on a pan india basis with one to one interview with
physicians, online random sampling & email campaigns.
The Indian Paracetamol Market Industry Report 2018 is an in depth study
analyzing the current state of the Indian Paracetamol Market. It provides brief
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What Are The Growth Factors That Drive
Paracetamol Market?

Growth in the Paracetamol market has
increased the demand for Paracetamol . The
higher profit growth have increased the
demand for {Products} in the Paracetamol
market. Other factors that are driving the
growth of Paracetamol market are:

“

Growing population
The rise in technological advancements
The total market size
Key market drivers
Major players in the market
The growing disposable income
overview of the market focusing on de initions, market segmentation, end-use
applications and industry chain analysis. The study on Indian Paracetamol
Market provides analysis of Indian branded formulation market covering the
industry trends, recent developments in the market and competitive landscape.
Competitive analysis includes competitive information of leading players in
Indian market, their company pro iles, product portfolio, capacity, production,
and company inancials. Six out of top 10 brands of paracetamol in India — Calpol,
Sumo L, P-250, Crocin, Tamin and Fepanil — have registered a fall in annual sales
growth in value terms in 2017-18. However, their annual sales in unit terms have
comparatively increased in the same period, indicating a price reduction across
brands. P-250 and Fepanil are manufactured by smaller irms Apex Laboratories
and Veritaz Healthcare, respectively. Remaining four are manufactured by major
players: Calpol and Crocin by GlaxoSmithKline; Tamin by Baxter India and Sumo L
by Alkem Laboratories. Microlab's Dolo range has shown consistent performance
in the market with the highest patronage from the physicians.
Overall, while paracetamol remains one of the top selling generic molecules in
India, its annual sales growth in value terms has decreased to 4.31 per cent in
2017-18 from 15.32 per cent in 2016-17. However, annual sales growth in terms
of units was at 9.15 per cent in 2017, which is just a marginal decline from 10.81
per cent in 2016-17. Over 200 paracetamol brands are sold in India. In 2017-18,
4.77 lakh tablets worth Rs 1,008 crore were sold in India, according to the data.
The unit sales have seen a consistent growth. The value sales have taken a hit in
many brands.NPPA marginally decreased the ceiling prices of paracetamol in
June last year due to implementation of goods and services tax (GST). This is one
of the reasons behind price decrease.The Indian pharma industry earns the
majority of its revenue by selling branded generics. Generic drugs are cheaper
than branded generic drugs. Generic drugs are sold by their salt name, while
branded generic drugs are sold by a company under a particular brand label. For
example, as Paracetamol is the salt name, the generic drug is sold under the label
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Micro labs is one of the leading players in
the paracetamol segment with many
variants of the products in prescription.
Dolo-650 is a Best Seller & currently
making strong inroads into the Tier 5 Tier 6
Cities.

“Paracetamol”. However, the branded generic versions are sold in India by
companies under their respective brand labels such as Calpol, Dolo and Sumo.
The global paracetamol market is expected to reach US$ 1.04 bn by the end of
2022. Meanwhile, until the end of 2022, the global para-aminophenol (PAP) is
estimated to reach US$ 0.70. Geographically, North America has its dominance
due to the presence of modern manufacturing units and increasing number of
PAP producers. Additionally, India and China are leading in chemical production
that has given the huge market for the PAP producers to seize this opportunity.
The wide applicability of PAP in producing dyes, pharmaceuticals, and in agrochemical will increase their ef iciency in these regions.
Developing Economies to Propel the Demand for PAP and Paracetamol
Market
Globally, the increasing awareness of pain management solutions is resulted from
using paracetamol. Paracetamol is a remarkable painkiller, thus making it the best
solution for pain management on regular basis, and is the main factor that has
augmented the use of paracetamol globally. Moreover, the wide applicability of
para-aminophenol is expected to grow its market in the Asia Paci ic that will
enhance its production capabilities.
Despite, the huge opportunity for chemical producers, emerging economies
mainly in the Asia Paci ic provide aﬀordable research and development and
availability of raw material at a low cost. They also oﬀer favorable infrastructure,
low wages of work force, and increasing trade transaction that will boost the
market for PAP and paracetamol.
Increasing Awareness for Harmful Eﬀects of Analgesics May Hinder the
Growth of the Market
The market for PAP could ind certain dif iculties due to decreasing use of solvents
in producing paracetamol may harshly aﬀect the PAP manufacturing sector.
Moreover, increasing awareness about the harmful eﬀects on health with
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Prescribing drugs is a standard component
of most physicians’ practices. It is an
important area of practice that requires
a p p r o p r i at e k n o w l e d g e , s k i l l a n d
professional judgment. To improve patient
safety when prescribing, this policy sets
out expectations for physicians who
prescribe drugs. Therefore Physicians’
Prescription Pattern is a set of standard
components required from physicians to
apply agility, professionalism, duty of care
and appropriate prerogative right in
positing drugs to patients in very effective
manner.

“

extensive usage of analgesics will turn into a great challenge for the progress of
PAP and paracetamol market.
The huge emphasis is given to manufacture paracetamol without adding solvents
because the use of solvents causes massive negative impact and slow down the
demand for PAP in the manufacturing market. Thus, diminishing the growth for
PAP to a certain extent. Moreover, high awareness among the large population of
extreme consumption of analgesics is also projected to impede the market for PAP
and paracetamol to succeed during the forecast period.Paracetamol, also known
as acetaminophen or para-acetylaminophenol, has antipyretic and analgesic
properties and is utilized in many pharmaceutical preparations. The increasing
count of patients suﬀering from diﬀerent pains and fever globally and the ef icacy
of paracetamol compared to other analgesics are amongst the key factors for
boosting the market for paracetamol in India.
Many leading pharmaceutical companies are involved in the business of
paracetamol exports in India. The increasing occurrence of ailments like cold,
fever, swine lu, headache and arthritis, the growing requirement for fast pain
relief have resulted in large-scale paracetamol production in India. On the other
hand, factors such as the growing adverse eﬀects and several contraindications
related to the consumption of paracetamol EP may hinder the growth of the
market in coming years.
Paracetamol tablet is manufactured by leading pharmaceutical manufacturers
under various brand names. This medicine should be used with caution because
the acetaminophen (the active ingredient contained in paracetamol drug) may
cause some undesirable eﬀects. However, not all of these side-eﬀects may occur,
but if they do occur they may require medical attention. The patients who are
suﬀering from liver diseases should not take paracetamol tablet without asking
the doctor.
Paracetamol granules contains paracetamol as an active ingredient. Wet
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If one were to list the top ten path breaking
inventions of modern science, one thing
that has to be included is paracetamol.
Discovered in 1893 as a pain reliever, the
drug started being sold on prescription in
1893. Since then it has grown to be a
darling to physicians world over for its
excellent benefits in pain management and
minimal risks. Such has been its impact that
in 1963, it was given the status of an OTC
medication.

“

granulation methodology is mainly utilized for paracetamol tablets or granules. It
starts working by growing the pain threshold and boosts the blood low to the
skin, reduce body temperature by sweating. Granules exhibit good low
properties. The easy low features are signi icant in supplying the drug materials
from the feeding container or hopper into the tableting press machine. Due to
this, powder mixtures are normally granulated and compressed into the tablets.
Granules eradicate or control dust and improve compressibility.
Granules have lesser surface area than a similar volume of powders. This makes
granules more stable chemically as well as physically than the corresponding
powders. Granules are less likely to get lumps or harden upon standing compared
to powders. Paracetamol granules is used for a headache, cold, toothache, joint
pain, ear pain, menstrual pain, fever, lu and other conditions.
PAP (Para-aminophenol) is a considerable intermediate used to produce
numerous products incorporating dyes, ine chemicals, anti-agers,
pharmaceuticals, rubber, and photo developers. PAP is also used in textiles, oil
additives, hair dyes, fur, and for manufacturing azo dyes and sulphur. The most
vital application of PAP is its use as a starting material for paracetamol synthesis.
More than 80 per cent of the globally produced Para-aminophenol is used in
making paracetamol, which is a broadly used analgesic worldwide. The high
demand this analgesic globally has contributed to the growth of the market of
paracetamol exports in India. In addition to this, the advancement in paracetamol
production techniques and robust downstream sector are the key factors for
boosting the growth of the PAP market. On the other hand, the rising preference
for green chemistry is a chief factor that may impede the growth of the
paracetamol EP market in approaching years.
Indian Demand
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Prescribing is also governed by a complex
legislative framework. In addition to the
expectations set out in this policy,
physicians must be aware of, and comply
with, relevant requirements for drugs and
prescribing set out in law. This includes,
but is not limited to, requirements
contained in the Food and Drugs Act
(1985), Controlled Drugs and Substances
Ac t ( 1 9 9 6 ) , N a r c o t i c s S a f e t y a n d
Awareness Act, 2010, and Drug and
Pharmacies Regulation Act (1990).

“

Paracetamol is extensively used in India. There are 174 brand names for
Paracetamol in India, which are sold in the market in the formulated form.
Therefore, the market is highly competitive Indian demand for Paracetamol
10000 tonnes per annum. Export demand 1000 tonnes per annum Total demand
11000 tonnes per annum. In spite of the fact that the adequate capacity for
Paracetamol in India, the product is still imported from China, mainly due to the
price and credit terms oﬀered. Growth rate in demand It can be reasonably
projected that the growth rate in demand for Paracetamol would be in the region
of 9 to 10% per annum in the coming years.
Global Competitive Market : International Scenario for Analgesics:
Worldwide, the OTC analgesics market is worth $5.5 billion per annum, with 5%
per year growth. 40% consumption is in the U.S. 30% in Europe, and 30% in the
rest of the world, mainly Japan and South America. Of the three important
products, Aspirin and Paracetamol have equal market shares and Ibuprofen has a
share half the size. Rhone-Poulenc is the biggest producer worldwide of Aspirin.
Mallinckrodt is the biggest producer of Paracetamol worldwide, followed by
Hoechst Celanese which has expanded Ibuprofen capacity in Bishop, Texas in a
joint"venture with Boots, UK which developed Ibuprofen. Boots has the biggest
share of the Ibuprofen market, followed by Ethyl.
Global trends for Analgesics
Thanks to the trend toward self-medication and the increasing number of
consumers over 65, internal analgesics, particularly prescription to over-thecounter products, may be poised for a comeback. In the past few months, there
have been several new entrants, starting with Ketoprofen. Both Whitehall-Robins
Healthcare and Bayer Consumer Care received the green light from the FDA to sell
Ketoprofen as an OTC remedy. Sold in a 12.5 milligram dose, both Orudis KT from
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There are many interacting variables that
influence a physician’s ultimate selection
of a drug. Included among the variables in
the prescribing process are the clinical
and behavioral characteristics of the
pat i e n t , t h e pat i e n t ’ s n e e d s a n d
expectations regarding treatment in the
u s e o f m e d i c at i o n , t h e at t i t u d e s ,
expectations, and training of the treating
physician, and the organizational and
contextual constraints placed upon the
doctor-patient relationship by features of
the treatment and of the institution.

“

Whitehall and Actron from Bayer are expected to be well received, given their
ability to provide quick relief with few side eﬀects. These products join the
growing number of nonsteroidal anti-in lammatory drugs that are now available
in nonprescription strength. On a milligram-to-milligram basis, Ketoprofen is
said to be the strongest OTC analgesic on the market today. It has four to six hour
dosing compared with a product like Aleve that lasts for 12 hours.
Factors In luencing The Position For A New Industry
Paracetamol is currently the safest and most widely used agent in the treatment of
fever, muscle and body aches, lu and cold symptoms. Its side eﬀect are few. It is
economical and eﬀective. The demand for Paracetamol is likely to go up steadily in
the coming years due to the following reasons.
Ø Increasing percentage of ageing population in the country and
consequent increasing demand for Analgesics.
Ø Low cost of the drug
Ø Absence of side eﬀects
Popularity of the drug due to reputation gained during long years of use.
Paracetamol has maintained its market share inspite of the competitive
analgesics that have emerged in the market. The export market for Paracetamol is
likely to maintain its growth trends, since the Indian units are competitive in the
global market in terms of quality and product speci ications. Considering the
above facts, strong case exists to create additional capacity for Paracetamol in the
country, to meet the growing demand in the coming years.
Indian Pharma Market Overview
India's pharmaceutical industry has grown by leaps and bounds in the last three

INDIA’S MOST
POWERFUL
& INFLUENTIAL
HEALTHCARE
LEADERS

Pharma Leaders

TM

Asia’s Most Analytical News Media in Healthcare Communications

www.pharmaleaders.tv

www.network7research.com

“

“

Previous studies have shown that factors
such as gender, age, educational status,
specialty, work experience, and economic
stimulation influenced their prescribing
pattern. However, there were limitations in
existing studies: all of the existing studies
were single factor analyses, which may
have ignored the confounding effects on
doctors’ prescription patterns.

decades. As a result, it has emerged as world's third largest producer of drugs in
terms of volume. The industry has posted double-digit growth over the last few
years, rising to US $36.7 Billion in 2017 and projected to grow to US $55 Billion by
2020, from US $20 billion in 2015.It is quite heartening to note that the pharma
sector is out-performing most other sectors in achieving consistently high
growth. India is now among the top ive pharmaceutical emerging markets of the
world.
India is the largest provider of generic drugs globally. Indian pharmaceutical
sector industry supplies over 50 per cent of global demand for various vaccines,
40 per cent of generic demand in the US and 25 per cent of all medicine in UK.
India enjoys an important position in the global pharmaceuticals sector. The
country also has a large pool of scientists and engineers who have the potential to
steer the industry ahead to an even higher level. Presently over 80 per cent of the
antiretroviral drugs used globally to combat AIDS (Acquired Immune De iciency
Syndrome) are supplied by Indian pharmaceutical irms.
Market Size
The pharmaceutical sector was valued at US$ 33 billion in 2017. The country's
pharmaceutical industry is expected to expand at a CAGR of 22.4 per cent over
2015–20 to reach US$ 55 billion. India's pharmaceutical exports stood at US$
17.27 billion in 2017-18. In 2018-19 these exports are expected to cross US$ 19
billion.
Indian companies received 304 Abbreviated New Drug Application (ANDA)
approvals from the US Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) in 2017. The
country accounts for around 30 per cent (by volume) and about 10 per cent
(value) in the US$ 70-80 billion US generics market.
India's biotechnology industry comprising bio-pharmaceuticals, bio-services,
bio-agriculture, bio-industry and bioinformatics is expected grow at an average
growth rate of around 30 per cent a year and reach US$ 100 billion by 2025.
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The physician’s prescription pattern has
become one of the essential and important
aspect of healthcare industry. There are
several factors which directly and
indirectly affecting the physician’s
prescription pattern like; Clinical and
behavioral characteristics of the patient,
research and the pressures from drug
firms, High curing effect; habitual or nonhabitual choice, behavior pattern of
patients, Peers influence of physicians
(community of physicians), Education and
advertising and High Cost of Drugs. Some
of minor factors like purchasing power of
patients, availability of drugs at local
market are also considerable.

“

Medicine spending in India is expected to increase at 9-12 per cent CAGR between
2018-22 to US$ 26-30 billion, driven by increasing consumer spending, rapid
urbanisation, and raising healthcare insurance among others.
Going forward, better growth in domestic sales would also depend on the ability
of companies to align their product portfolio towards chronic therapies for
diseases such as such as cardiovascular, anti-diabetes, anti-depressants and anticancers that are on the rise.
The Indian government has taken many steps to reduce costs and bring down
healthcare expenses. Speedy introduction of generic drugs into the market has
remained in focus and is expected to bene it the Indian pharmaceutical
companies. In addition, the thrust on rural health programmes, lifesaving drugs
and preventive vaccines also augurs well for the pharmaceutical companies.
It is pertinent here to mention that, India's exports of generic drugs have also
been growing at a very impressive rate of 24% per year for the last four years. In
2012-13, India's pharmaceutical exports stood at $14.7 billion. More than half of
it went to highly-regulated western markets. This speaks volumes about the
ef iciency of the Indian pharma sector in terms of quality and pricing. India's
second largest export market is Africa, followed by Europe, with a growing focus
on markets such as Latin America, Australia, Japan.
The Supply Annual Report of UNICEF (United Nations Children's Fund)
recognized India as the world's largest supplier of generics. In developing
countries, it is rendering yeoman service by facilitating aﬀordable access of poor
patients to life-saving medicines. Due to the ability of the Indian pharma
companies to produce drugs at economical rates, the cost of HIV/AIDS treatment
has gone down to $400 per year from $12,000 – a spectacular contribution to
global healthcare.
However, India's rise as a pharma hub has created a backlash. The western drug
companies, whose market share India has eaten into, are up in arms against
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Hermann Nothnagel, one of the most
eminent clinicians in the second half of the
nineteenth century said, “Only a good man
can be a great physician.” True, that!

Indian pharmaceutical companies. The western interests have targeted the
particular Indian companies that have spearheaded the country's export eﬀorts.
In the last couple of years, the western pharma giants have left no stones
unturned to undermine India's ascent in this high-tech ield.
One accusation that the western companies and their governments have made
against India is over infringement of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs). The U.S.,
sadly, has led the charge against India. The American companies seethe in anger
on seeing India producing and selling critical life-saving medicines at rates well
below their selling price. The western opposition has come despite the fact that
India's foray into global medicines market does not violate existing treaty
commitments. The American tirade against India's pharma companies, therefore,
requires a robust and principled response from New Delhi.
The American drug lobby's pressure appears to hijack the economic policy
dialogue between the U.S. and India. The celebrated Columbia University
Professor , Mr. Arvind Panagariya has spoken about the looming danger from the
American drug lobby that has considerable clout over U.S. government policy
makers.
In going for production of drugs covered by U.S. patents, the Indian companies
have relied on the leeway allowed under the existing Trade Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement. This recourse to the lexibility
allowed by the TRIPS agreement by Indian pharma entities has annoyed the
American companies most. Now they have gone on an overdrive to pressure the
U.S. Trade Representative into designating India as a “priority foreign country” in
its 2014 Special 301 Report, due on April 30.
Technically, such an innocuous classi ication severely impacts India's reputation.
It amounts to India being declared as one among the worst oﬀenders of IPRs.
Quite dangerously, this might pave the way for the U.S. government to impose
punitive trade sanctions such as withdrawal of tariﬀ preferences for Indian
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The prescribing behaviour of doctors is
influenced by the pharmaceutical industry.
This study investigated the extent to which
contacts with pharmaceutical sales
representatives (PSR) and the perception
of these contacts influence prescribing
habits.

“

exports.
India must do whatever it can to prevent such a calamity. As a retaliatory measure,
India could impose anti-dumping duties or tariﬀ hikes on U.S. imports.
This festering crisis has a long history going back to 1994. At the Uruguay Round
of trade talks that year, India tooth and nail opposed the American proposal to
clamp severe anti-IPR violation regime to protect its own companies who invest
heavily in R&D and innovation. India could not stand up to U.S. pressure, but
succeeded in resisting, in a limited way, U.S. attempts to have a 20-year product
patent on medicines and chemicals. India managed to win some concessions by
having certain lexibilities incorporated in the TRIPS agreement.
In the year 2005, India brought its own domestic laws relating to patent
protection. Since then, India has used the lexibilities allowed under the Uruguay
Round only on just two occasions. In March 2012, it issued a compulsory licence
to an Indian drug manufacturer to produce a cancer drug whose patent was then
held by the German company Bayer. Bayer's price was very high making the drug
unaﬀordable to poor cancer patients in India, Africa and elsewhere. This Indian
move infuriated Bayer.
Under another provision of the IPR agreement of Uruguay Round, countries can
deny a patent to a drug that involves only incremental innovation over an existing
drug. Using this as the basis, in April 2013, the Supreme Court of India upheld the
2006 decision of the Indian patent of ice pertaining to Novartis. This Swiss
multinational company, Novartis, had demanded patent on a drug that involved
only incremental innovation. The Supreme Court verdict disallowing patent
protection to Novartis caused an international furore.
The possibility of other drug companies located in diﬀerent countries emulating
the bold Indian stand against blind patent protection has riled global pharma
giants.
India has many options open. Technically, it has not violated any treaty obligation.
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An online questionnaire regarding contact
with MR’s from Microlabs and perceptions
of this contact was sent to 6,675 doctors,
more than 4354 of whom completed the
survey. Physicians who were asked about
the scientific data, brand recollect,
rep utation, drug efficacy & patient
satisfaction level voted for Microlab’s
Dolo range. The survey was carried out in
the month of September 15-25th 2018.

Therefore, India can challenge any prospective action by the U.S. by approaching
the WTO. WTO's dispute settlement mechanism has a fair record of impartiality.
One need to keep in mind that India has been implored by its own people and
quite a few developed countries to bring healthcare to the top of its development
agenda. So, the moral scale tips in favour of India.
About Microlabs Limited.

Micro Labs Limited is a multi-faceted healthcare organization with a
pro icient marketing team, state-of-the-art manufacturing facilities and
R&D centres that are at par with international standards. All this, robustly
backed by a strong distribution network and path-breaking research work
has placed us amongst India's fast growing transnational healthcare
organizations.
Ranking 14th among prescriptions (as per SMSRC May 16' )and 19th in
sales (as per AWACS MAT May'16) , Micro's brand portfolio includes some
of the topmost brands in various specialties like Cardiology, Diabetology,
Anti-infectives, Ophthalmology, Pain, etc. Amidst our proud achievers is
Dolo, an award-winning brand highly prescribed for fever management.
The company is also at the forefront in social contribution, striving to be a
model corporate citizen in terms of Environmental Protection & Social
Initiatives with signi icant contributions in the areas of education and
health. Micro Labs is poised to achieve unparalleled status in the global
pharmaceutical industry. Backed by a profound and resolute vision, we
now have our eyes set on attaining the $1 billion mark by 2020.
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